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ABSTRACT

Quinces use as bearing fruit tree and also have numerous medicinal effects, such as high contents of antioxidants
including phenols and flavonoids. Due to importance of flavonoids in the physiological and medicinal aspects of this
tree, the current research was conducted to investigate the variations of flavonoids in the leaves and fruits of quince
genotypes from northern regions of Iran, comparing them with cultivar Esfahan as control. So, it was followed by
using 24 genotypes including ARD1-7, Beh Amroudi, Beh Sibi, Beh Givi Kowsar from Ardebil province, LAl and
LA3 from Tehran provinces, M1, M2, M3, M4, M8 and M9 from Khorasan and AS1, ASM1, ASM2, ASM3, ASP1
and ASP2 from Guilan province. The results showed significant differences in the total flavonoids in the leaves and
fruits of the quinces. According to the results, M3 and LA1 genotypes respectively had the highest and lowest total
levels of the flavonoids in their leaves with 21.9 and 3.1 mg QE/g values, compared with the control cultivar
containing 13.4 mg QE/g. Also the results of the flavonoid contents of the fruits indicated the highest level in control
cultivar, Esfahan with 6.2 mg QE/g, while all other genotypes had significantly lower levels of flavonoids. Also
evaluation the effects of sampling period on the variation of total contents of the leaf flavonoids showed that the
highest concentration of these compounds belonged to the beginning of the summer, while the leaves had lower
levels of flavonoids at other sampling periods.
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Table 1. Analysis of variance on total flavonoid contents in leaf and fruit samples of different quince cultivars and

genotypes
Sources of variation df (Leaf) Flavonoids (Leaf) df (Fruit) Flavonoids (Fruit)

Genotype 24 197.038** 22 47.341%*
Error A 50 10.3340 46 2.36700
Harvest 3 447.166**

HarvestxGenotype 72 132.870**

Error B 150 10.1730 4

Coefficient of Variation 43.93 68.71
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Figure 1. Mean comparison of total flavonoid content based on mg/g quercetin in fresh weight of leaf in quince cultivars and

genotypes from various regions of North Iran. Similar letters on the bars show non-significant differences in P<0.01 based
on the Duncan multiple range tests. The vertical line on the columns show means + standard errors.
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Figure 2. Mean comparison of total flavonoid content based on mg/g quercetin in fresh weight of fruit in quince cultivars
and genotypes from various regions of North Iran. Similar letters on the bars show non-significant differences in P<0.01
based on the Duncan multiple range tests. The vertical line on the columns show means + standard errors.
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Figure 3. Comparison of the variations in total flavonoid content from May to July in the leaves of quince cultivars

and genotypes of North Iran. Similar letters on the bars show non-significant differences in P<0.01 based on the
Duncan multiple range tests. The vertical line on the columns show means + standard errors
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Figure 4. Comparison of total flavonoid variations in leaf samples of quince cultivars and genotypes from various
regions of North Iran according to the harvest time. The vertical bars show mean + standard errors. In cases where the
standard errors are zero, the standard error bars have not been demonstrated. Harvest time periods are first decade of
June, first decade of July, second decade of August and third decade of September, respectively.
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Table 2. Correlation analysis of total flavonoid content in fruit tissues and different leaf harvest times of quince
cultivars and genotypes of North Iran

Leaf harvests

Fruit tissue 4" Jeaf harvest 37 leaf harvest 2" leaf harvest 1% leaf harvest
Total leaf 0.344™ 0.282™ 0.583** 0.889** 0.705**
1% leaf harvest 0.106™ 0.026™ 0.337** 0.607**
2" leaf harvest -0.101"™ -0.152" 0.165"
3 |eaf harvest 0.909** 0.848**
4" leaf harvest 0.958**

ns, **: non-significant and significant at 1% probability level TN Jloial mhaw jo jlo pixe B g Jlo e GBS 0525 pac st S
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