Conservation Strategies for Territorial Landscape Management

A study on Qeshm Free Zone
ABSTRACT

Human activities have significant impacts on the rapid and deep transformation of the territory - perceived in its general sense;
which is evidently manifested with climate changes and the decrease of biodiversity. With an approach to cease this obstacle,
environmental policies have focused for a long time on the protection of natural areas, being the habitats of various animal and
plant species. Improved knowledge about the dynamics of ecosystems, along with the recognition of

ossibility of merely
protecting natural areas, led to a major transfiguration of the paradigm in the late 1990s: i
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Human activities have significant impacts on the rapid and deep transformation of the territory - perceived in its general sense;
which is evidently manifested with climate changes and the decrease of biodiversity. With an approach to face this obstacle,
environmental policies have focused for a long time on the protection of natural areas, being the habitats of various animal and
plant species. Improved knowledge about the dynamics of ecosystems, along with the recognition of the impossibility of merely
protecting natural areas, led to a major transfiguration of the paradigm in the late 1990s: a static perspective in conservation
evolved to a dynamic one in networking biological flows and species diversity in a common territory with human life. By
examining the world's experiences in protection strategies for the territorial landscape, this article seeks to analyze the territorial
landscape management strategies in Qeshm Free Zone, which owns unique landscape components 'such as, mangrove forests,
Chahkouh Gorge, Setaregaran Valley and Namakdan Cave. The registration of Qeshm Geoparkiin the UNESCO world list, along
with the possibility of creating an infrastructure for the island development, has also caused restrictions“in"the management
interventions of the island's territorial landscape; which is mostly due to a merely.touristic appranarding this rich land.

Materials and method

Reading the territorial landscape means refining the bond between the compopents of nature,and the performance of human
societies and its evolution in natural constraints and respenses, as Well as identifying its capacities and weaknesses.

Since territorial management with a landscape approach enhances the cohe&of partial policies in natural resources, prospects,
and life environment, the definition of managerial and developmental®strategy-ih preserving and exploiting a territorial landscape
aiming to promote the natural environment and land identity. quality,klways been a focal point among theorists. In order to
reinforce the actors of territorial landscape components to\create, a greater link with human life, two main approaches are
introduced: (1) The approach that focuses on the development of landseape concepts, territory and sustainable development. This
one that appeared in the mid -1980s prioritizes thegpreservation of the land biodiversity; Subsequently, with the experience of
disagreeing the concept ofiterritorial landscape and'trying to re-conpect it over the past two decades. (2) The second approach is
an ecological networking strategys, that strengthened the interaction between landscape structures and the biodiversity flow,

despite numerous diseussions on its effects.

Results and discussion \

For about two decades; QQ{n: territorial landscape has been a focal point among the Free Zone managers and is focused on the
idea of global geoparks. The“erritorial landscape components, which include an extra-large variety of biological, animal, plant,
geology, marine, ethnic, heritage, ecological, rural and climatic symbols can be apprehended in three general categories of

ground landscape, natural landscape and people landscape.

People Landscape: Qeshm Island has been a port for trade with Arab countries, Africa and India from the past, and has been
recognized as a point for commercial exchanges since the Achaemenid period, along with the Old Hormuz and Siraf. Likewise,
sea and maritime culture, local music and dances of the Island and traditional spectacles are the main manifestations of Qeshm

people landscape.

Ground landscape: Qeshm is part of a wide range of Zagros mountains, which, as a result of the latest Alps, has changed, and
folded numerous erosion forms across the island. Qeshm Roof, Chahkooh Strait, Stars Valley, Statues Valley, Salt Mountain and
Salid Cave are some elements of Qeshm Geopark, including rare and unreliable geological phenomena that can draw the
importance of the territory. Understanding this treasure and introducing it to other categories of the national and international

community should be realized in order to explain its territorial landscape.



Natural Landscape: Qeshm is located in the coastal area with warm and dry climates, in the semi-staircase climatic area. Special
environment, animal species and plant species and exquisite landscapes in drought and coast are all of its relative advantages.
The diversity of coastal habitats is one of the unique features of the island; For example, there are a variety of rocky, coral, coral,
sandy, and mangrove forests throughout the Persian Gulf. However, mangrove forests, whose environmental and natural

characteristics are obvious and characteristic, have seen their role reduced to physical and visual green spots.

It seems that the application of a partial approach in providing strategies for the management of the territorial landscape in the
discussed area, and also the lack of an exhaustive perspective offering a single and general perception of the island is noticeable.

Conclusion

In order to promote culture and art, protect the nature and emphasize the geological values of Qesh park management
manifestations stated in the three categorization (people, ground and natur; i ention and
to indexing its nature. This approach, although initially seeming relevant, h polies, as
an independent museum, only influencing its own and self-territory; Inste i F eption of a

nent examples that

works well within its self-cells in accordance with UNESCO's rules and regu i impact on its territory,

with the strategic view of Qeshm's territorial landscape fr i ilization, it has been reduced to a prerequisite
tourism, which must be part of a landscape strategy. Perha
zone management of Qeshm territory; A look t omic, cultural, recreational and civilizational spheres. While

and in this regard,.in Even ti i of natives and tourists, and in this, are considered priorities for

actors and manager*
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